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From the 
PrincipalÕs 
Desk  
PARENT INVOLVEMENT IS ALIVE 

AND WELL AT EL ROBLE

Thank you to the parents who have 
helped with the first day registration, 
QSP fundraiser, bike registration, Fri-
day Frolic, not to mention those who 
have been helping behind the scenes 
on several other events.  It is a great 
feeling to know that parents truly do 
value the educational process!  Also, I 
enjoyed seeing over 40 parents at the 
first PFA meeting.  With that kind of 
enthusiasm, El Roble will go far.

CURRICULUM NEWS
Thank you to parents for your pa-

tience and understanding during the 
recent schedule changes and balanc-
ing of classes.

You might have noticed the new 
science textbooks that we received 
this year.  Please encourage your child 
to take excellent care of the book 
(even while it is at home).  Next year, 
we hope to have new math textbooks 
to further develop your child’s math 
abilities.

TRAFFIC CONCERN
As usual for the first few weeks of 

school, the traffic around El Roble has 
been high.  My suggestion to parents 
wanting to avoid the “rush” periods is 
to drop off your child before 7:50 a.m. 
and to pick them up around 2:25 p.m.  
Thank you to the parents that have 
been following the “right turn only” sign 
when exiting El Roble’s parking lot.  I 

feel it has made a difference in moving 
cars through the drop off zone.

SPORTS PROGRAM
What a new dynamic on campus!  

Sports are once again alive and well at 
El Roble.  You may have noticed spirit 
posters around campus, heard about 
our lunchtime spirit rallies and seen 
students dressed in team wear.  Cur-
rently, we are involved in Flag Football 
and Volleyball league play against 
surrounding middle schools, such as 
Pioneer, Upland, Alta Loma, etc.  Par-
ents and students are encouraged to 
come out to our games and cheer on 
the Panthers.  Go Panthers!

SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL
Congratulations to Ms. Leah Key 

Ketter.  She is the newly elected par-
ent member of the El Roble School 
Site Council.

Dr. Kevin Grier

El Roble Welcomes Parents!
Parent visitation and participation in El Roble classrooms 

and activities are welcomed and greatly appreciated!  The 
staff would like to help you feel comfortable when you come 
to El Roble.

After the tragic events of 9/11, schools had to rethink 
how access would be handled at our school sites.  El Roble 
became a closed campus; that is, visitors need to report to 
the office before walking on campus, to classrooms, or to 
visit with their children or their children’s teachers.  Our first 
responsibility is the safety of our students and our educa-
tional programs, while at the same time working with parents 
and community volunteers who are an important component 
of our educational goals. 

Following are the procedures we have in place to ensure 
a SAFE CAMPUS and to facilitate access to students and 
our campus:
ALL non-staff people coming onto El Roble’s campus must 
enter through the office, located behind the flagpole.

• Parents wanting to pick up their child for appoint-
ments are asked to send a note stating the desired 
pick-up time with their child, or call in the morning 
to inform the office staff of the pick-up time.  When 
we get the note or a call, we will issue a pass to 
your child so that he/she will come to the office at 
the appointed time.  To be sure we are releasing 
your child to the correct adult, please sign your 
child out at the front office desk.

• Parents wanting to visit campus are welcomed to 
do so!  Our Principal and Assistant Principal are 
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available to take parents on a tour of El Roble.  
Please call before you come to set up a time for 
your tour.  Parents wishing to visit your child’s 
classroom are welcomed to do so.  Please call 24 
hours in advance so that teachers can be notified.  
Remember that when you enter a classroom you 
are entering the learning environment of other peo-
ple’s children and we want the experience to run 
smoothly.

• Teachers request parent participation from time to 
time for special classroom projects.  Teachers will 
notify the office of your visit, however, as always, 
we ask that you check in at the office before you go 
to the classroom.  Please bring items your child has 

forgotten to the school office.  A note will be sent to 
your child to pick up the item at the student window.  

• Medications can be given to your child only with a 
Claremont Unified School District medication form 
signed by a physician.  The form can be obtained at 
the school office.  All medication must be in the 
original container. 

These rules are designed to assist you, while protecting 
your child from any unauthorized visitors.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please call us at 398-0343.  WEL-
COME, and thank you for your help in keeping us SAFE!  

El Roble’s Counselors

Assistant PrincipalÕ s 
Messa ge
MAGAZINE SALE ASSEMBLY

On September 20th, El Roble students participated in 
our magazine sale assembly sponsored by Reader’s Digest.  
The magazine sale is El Roble’s major fundraiser, which ran 
from September 20th until October 4th.  Students and parents 
were encouraged to participate in the fundraiser and are 
given incentives such as a limousine lunch, MP4 players, 
portable DVD players, Video Camcorders, cash, and more!  
El Roble would like to thank students and parents for their 
hard work and participation in this fundraiser.

HOMEWORK HOTLINE
Homework hotline is a tool that allows parents and stu-

dents to check their daily homework assignments.   Students 
received a list of all teacher extensions during the second 
week of school.  To access the system follow these simple 
directions:

1) Call 625-0347
2) Enter the teacher’s 5-digit mailbox number 

followed by “#”
3) When you have listened to a teacher’s mailbox  

message and would like to hear another 
teacher’s mailbox message, enter “0” followed 
by the next teacher’s 5-digit mailbox number 
then “#”.  You may repeat this process as many  
times as you need.

4) To skip a teacher’s mailbox message and 
leave a voice mail message, press the “#” key 
anytime during the teacher’s mailbox message.

Using the homework hotline and the student handbook to-
gether will better aide parents in discovering the activities 
that your child is participating in at school and their aca-
demic responsibilities.

ABSENCES/TARDIES
El Roble would like to remind parents and guardians to 

call the attendance hotline or write your student a note when 
absent.  The attendance hotline number is (909) 398-0349.  
In addition, El Roble would like to encourage students to 
arrive to school with time to spare to avoid being tardy.  Dur-
ing regular school days, the tardy bell rings at 8:10 a.m. 

FRIDAY FROLIC
Many students participated in El Roble’s Friday Frolic 

held on September 28 from 2:15 until 3:30 p.m.  The event 
gives students and staff an opportunity to socialize with one 
another and share their interests through various events 
such as 3-legged races, toilet racers, hamster balls and stu-
dents versus staff dodge-ball.  El Roble would like to thank 
its supportive PFA whose volunteers served food and re-
freshments to our students.

RENAISSANCE AWARDS
On October 10th, El Roble honored its eighth grade stu-

dents who achieved a grade point average of 3.5 or greater 
during the third trimester of their seventh grade year.  Stu-
dents enjoyed comedian Pat Hurley while enjoying food from 
the In-N-Out truck during first and second lunch.  The event 
was paid for by El Roble’s ASB as a reward for great aca-
demic success.  El Roble looks forward for more students to 
achieve the same accomplishment in future trimesters.

Steven Patterson

8th grade party
Attention all 8th grade parents!!  Preparations have al-

ready begun to plan the 8th grade end of year party.  This is 
a huge, fun-filled event and we need all the help we can get.  
Anyone who is interested call Alyson Clonts at 621-9321.

EL ROBLE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL PFA 	

 NOVEMBER 2007

2



News fr om the 
P.E.Team

A big THANK YOU goes to everybody that helped PE 
get off to a great start.  Student Helpers were: Lauren Gar-
cia, Nick Garcia, Aneesa Andrabi, Olivia Cabadas, Merry 
Bestard, Heather Fox, Hannah Bartman, Robin Salas, Jes-
sica Bick, Sara Schroerlucke, Jessica Tulius, Bryce Dickens 
and Desiree Lopez.

Parent Helpers were:  Joanne Mazurette, Mike Ann 
Konop, Nancy Bird, Melanie Little, Mary Jane Sharpiro, 
Jayne Gratton, Toni Chapman, Mike Elmore, Renee Davis, 
Paula Bramly, Donna Sieman, Hilary LaConte, Anna M. 
Armenta-Rigor, Jeff Schiffris, Julie Piibe, Nancy Carlson, 
Phyllis Munsen, Kathleen Deters, Liana Isas, Cindy Roman, 
Danielle Rago, Nicole Thompson, Art Keough and Sandra 
Flores.  If we left ANYONE out, please forgive us.  It was 
very hectic.  Your work was invaluable to us!!!  A special 
Thank You to our Co-President of PFA, Danielle Rago for 
taking the time to help us get more volunteers for PE.

Our PE students have been given a muscle 
worksheet...all answers are in their student agendas.  Each 
trimester the students will be tested on certain muscles.  
This was our first homework assignment!  They needed to 
label and color it.  Mrs. Foster/ Mrs.Epling are in a swim unit, 
Mr. Dorman is playing flag football, Mr. Molloy is playing 
Knacky Football and Mrs. Kegans is in a volley tennis unit.

Health tip of the month:  Please try to sit down to eat 
healthy meals with your family.  Watch portion sizes and 
encourage physical activity.  After dinner take a family walk.  
Kids live by what they are modeled so make sure that you 
are modeling healthy habits!

SPORTS NEWS  El Roble is proud to announce that we 
will be competing this winter in basketball in the Baldy View 
League.  The Baldy View League is now comprised of six 
local competitive junior high schools: Alta Loma, El Roble, 
Grace Yokley, Ontario Christian, Pioneer, and Upland.  We 
will be fielding both 7th and 8th grade boys and girls basket-
ball teams.  7th graders will play 7th graders and 8th graders 
will play 8th graders just like they did for both volleyball and 
football.

El Roble Basketball Tryouts will be December 4, 5 and 
6th with basketball practice beginning December 10.  Our 
first game will be January 10 against Grace Yokley!  All in-
terested students must have an athletic clearance form filled 
out by a doctor to participate in tryouts.  This form can be 
picked up anytime at the student window.  Go Panthers!

Debbie Foster and Chris Molloy

Teachers Wish List
The teachers have made their requests and now it's time 

for the parents to say "thank you" for all the time and hard 
work that they put into our children's education.  Please re-
view the list of teachers below or visit the web site for a more 
complete list of requests, and turn your donation into the 
school office or the PFA box.  If you prefer, you can make a 
donation to the "general fund", versus a specific teacher.

We appreciate your contribution!

ENGLISH : Hensley, Hertenstein, Klingenberg, Lyn,  
McGourty-Riggs, Rouzan, Santia
HISTORY : Hardy, Herbold, Rouzan, Smith, Yoshida
MATH : Davis, Fite, Tran, Hernandez
SCIENCE : Carter, Drumonde, Henkel, Lama, Hernandez
P.E. & HEALTH : Epling, Kegans
CLOTHING & FOODS : Gentry
SPANISH : Hernandez
SPECIAL EDUCATION : Green
COMPUTER SCIENCE : Condon, Sharpnack 

Peanut Aler t
The CUSD Board of Education has declared our 

schools to be “Peanut Free” in the foods served to children 
from our Food Service Department.  Due to the alarming 
numbers of students who have peanut allergies ranging in 
severity from a rash to potential death, if not treated immedi-
ately, Claremont cafeterias will no longer be serving pea-
nuts, foods with peanut by-products or foods cooked in pea-
nut oil.  Teachers are being asked to continue to be very 
aware of the health needs and the healthy benefit of any 
edible snacks provided to the students during the school 
day.  Students who do eat peanut butter sandwiches or other 
peanut type foods are strongly encouraged to immediately 
wash their hands after finishing their snack or lunch.

Frida y Treats ar e her e!
Planning is underway for the end of the year 8th grade 

party.  Proceeds from the sale of Friday Treats will signifi-
cantly fund the 8th grade party.  Friday Treats will be on sale 
most Fridays after school from 2:15 to 2:45 or after a mini-
mum day.  Donations are needed, they may be sent to the El 
Roble office marked "Friday Treats" and/or 30 minutes of 
your time.  Under new healthy eating guidelines, we are no 
longer able to sell candy and soda, so please contact me for 
suggested types of donations.  Thank you families!!! 

Sandra Flores - saflores@verizon.net
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English Learning Classes
Community Based English Tutoring (CBET - with no 

fee) teaches parents how to tutor their children, monitor their 
progress and participate in educational activities with their 
children.  Under this program, parents learn English along 
with home tutoring skills.  Homework kits with supplies are 
given to parents for use with their children.  The central pur-
pose of CBET is to empower parents to become actively 
involved with their child in his/her education and the school 
in general.  This course is ongoing and you may join any 
time.  Please register at the first class.  Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 12-1:30 p.m.

English as a Second Language is also offered at the 
Claremont Adult School for foreign-born adult students to 
improve their English.  This is ongoing and students may 
attend at any time for free.  All levels of ESL in separate 
classes are offered on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 8:45 am-noon.  Evening classes 
are also offered on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 6:45-10:00 p.m.  These two courses are of-
fered at the Claremont Adult School, 170 W. San Jose Ave-
nue, Suite 100.  The phone number is 909-624-6402.

Friday Frolic was Fun!
Friday Frolic held on September 28th was a BIG success 

and lots of fun for our students!  Thank you very much to all 
the families who donated drinks, candy and coming to help.  
We wish to give an extra thanks to Mary Ellen and Steve 
Barba.  We are looking forward to the next Friday Frolic in 
the spring!  Are you someone who is looking for a fun time to 
chair this committee next year?  It is fun and easy.  Please 
contact me at  saflores@verizon. net.        Sandra Flores 

Foothill Storm Club Soccer
One of our local Club Soccer teams, "Foothill Storm" just 

won their first tournament they entered this past July.  The 
Capistrano Cup, AKA "Capo Cup", held in early July in San 
Juan Capistrano, was won by an impressive 4-0 win-loss 
ratio.  The boys on the Foothill Storm team who attend El 
Roble are Scott Banks, Kelley Collins, Russ Donaldson, Alex  
Duir, Nathan Evangelista, Max Garver, Yousuf Hafuda, 
Korbin Kimball, Michael Lozano, Cassidy O'Reilly, Nick Platt, 
Misha Rindisbacher, Kyle Rostenback, Jason Umansky and 
Stephen Zetterberg.  Please join me in congratulating our 
boys on a job well done."                   Ray Evangelista 

Teacher and Sta ! Appr eciation
Hi El Roble Parents & Students, my name is Lisa Berry 

and I am in charge of the PFA’s staff socials at El Roble.  I 
provide lunches and treats for our hard working staff 
throughout the year.  As Thanksgiving approaches, I thought 
we could all help encourage our awesome El Roble staff 
with notes of appreciation.  The staff at El Roble puts much 
time, effort and concern into educating our wonderful chil-
dren.  If there is a particular teacher or staff member that has 
been an asset to your family, please write them a note of 
gratitude.  Teacher Appreciation Day is November 2nd!!  
Encouragement helps our staff continue to do great work.

El Roble PFA News
It has been an exciting few months for us with the PFA.  

Thank you to all the parents that helped get the school year 
off to a great start.  We received a lot of positive feedback 
about registration days.  Thank you to the parents and staff 
who helped it run so smoothly.  Some of you expressed a 
desire to purchase PE clothes during registration and the PE 
department is looking into making that possible next year.

Our first few PFA meetings were a huge success!  Due 
to the large number at our first meeting we have begun to 
meet in the library.  We enjoy meeting so many of you, hear-
ing your thoughts and ideas and look forward to seeing more 
new faces each month.  If you haven't had a chance to join 
us, the door is always open.  Each month our Principal, 
Kevin Grier, and Vice Principal, Steven Patterson, share 
what is happening at the school and answer any questions 
you may have.  Our next meeting is November 13th.

There are many ways to become involved with the PFA.  
So far we have had volunteers help with the PE department, 
Picture Day, Bike Registration, Friday Frolic, Wish List, The 
El Roble Cookbook, Magazine Sales and of course--Oak 
Leaves!  Your support is greatly appreciated.  We'd also like 
to thank everyone who purchased a magazine this fall.  The 
proceeds support the Associated Student Body (ASB) all 
year and our 8th grade end of the year party.

We hope visiting the PFA website is a regular occur-
rence. You may view upcoming events, announcements and 
committee chairs news.  PFA minutes and meeting dates are 
posted as well.  Our website address is 
www.cusd.claremont.edu/~elroble.edu

If you have any questions or would like to sign up to vol-
unteer, drop us a note in the PFA box (in the office), call us 
or send us an email to : 
Danielle Rago - 909.625.5008 - danielle@qcsca.com
Beth Hanson - 909.625.8737 - beth_hanson_2@msn.com.

Warmly, Danielle and Beth
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Calendar of  Events
November 2007

11/1 CJSF Meeting 2:35 p.m.

11/2 Teacher Appreciation Day

 Marching Band -  Homecoming Parade
11/3 Marching Band - Chino Band Review
11/5 Board of Education Meeting 7:00 p.m.

1/8 Music Boosters 7:00 p.m.

11/12 Veterans Day/School not in session

11/13 Canned Food Drive - thru 11/16

11/13 CJSF Toy/Gift Drive starts

 PFA Meeting 7:00 p.m.

11/15 CJSF Meeting 2:35 p.m.

11/19 School Site Council Meeting. 4:30 p.m.

11/22 Thanksgiving Holiday

11/23 School not in session

11/26 Board of Education Meeting 7:00 p.m.

11/27 Final Yearbook Sale

 Drama Production 7:00 p.m.

11/28 Final Yearbook Sale

 Drama Production 7:00 p.m.

11/29 Final Yearbook Sale

 Vocal Music Program 7:00 p.m.

11/30  End of 1st Trimester.

 Minimum Day, 12:34 p.m.

 CSJF Toy/Gift Drive Ends

Dec ember 2007

12/1 Dance Team - Holiday Boutique

12/3 Board of Education Meeting.  7:00 p.m.

12/7 Winter Dance, 6:30-8:30

12/8 Marching Band - Yucaipa Parade

12/10 CJSF Enrollment Starts

 School Site Council Meeting. 4:30 p.m.

12/11 PFA Meeting 7:00 p.m.

12/13  CJSF Meeting 2:35 p.m.

 Music Boosters 7:00 p.m.

12/17 Board of Education Meeting 7:00 p.m.

12/21 CJSF Enrollment Ends

 Minimum Day, 12:34 p.m.

12/24 Winter Recess starts

Januar y 2008

1/7 School Resumes

1/8 PFA Meeting 7:00 p.m.

1/9 Reverse Minimum Day, 9:50 a.m. start

 CJSF Meeting 2:35 p.m.

1/10 Basketball vs. Grace Yokley

 Music Boosters 7:00 p.m.

Holida y Craft Boutique 

On Saturday, December 1, 2007, from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m., El Roble Dance Team is 
hosting a Holiday Craft Boutique in El Roble’s 
multi-purpose room.  We will feature craft 
items, scrapbooking supplies, soaps & lotions, 
jewelry, books, food, fun and much more!!  For 
more information or if you would like to be a 
vendor for this event, contact : 

Jory Rickman - 909-624-5957 or 
909-518-8037.  Space is still available!!!!!

List y our e vent in the
next Oak Lea ves!

If you’d like to announce a school-related event, fund 
raiser or meeting in the newsletter, please send your 
information by email to pat@hardenburger.net or phone 
909-624-7184.  The newsletter is published by El Roble’s 
PFA every two months.  The next deadline is December 1st 
for the January 2008 issue.  Thank you! 
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