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From the Principal’s Desk 
Welcome to the New Year!  It is hard to believe that it is 

already January.  This has truly been a great year filled with 
lots of learning and laughs.  I wanted to let each of you par-
ents know how pleased I am with the amount of parent in-
volvement at El Roble and with the tremendous level of sup-
port for the school.  This is what makes a school successful 
and ensures that students maximize the learning experience.

CURRICULUM NEWS
If you are not already aware, El Roble has begun an AVID 

(Advancement Via Individual Determination) program for 8th 
grade students.  The program is aimed at providing rigorous 
curriculum and instruction (with the support of college tutors) 
to students that could use a boost to ensure that each one 
will be able to apply to any 4-year college program upon 
graduation from high school.  The AVID program has been 
around for 26 years (both nationally and internationally) and 
encourages students to think more critically and be more 
organized and confident in school.  There are four teachers 
at El Roble that are trained AVID teachers (Mr. Hertenstein, 
Mrs. Hertenstein, Ms. Henkel and Mrs. Moran) that use vari-
ous instructional techniques such as Cornell note taking or 
Socratic inquiry in their lessons.  After some effort, we also 
have AVID college tutors that come 3 days a week to work 
with the AVID students during the year long elective class 
that is a required part of the program.  As a part of the pro-
gram, the AVID students will also take field trips to local uni-
versities to begin to think about college.  We hope to expand 
the program to more 8th grade students and/or 7th grade stu-
dents.

College tutors are also available after school from 
2:20-3:20 pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  They are free 
and are held in the staff lounge (just off the library) in a drop 
in style to all students at El Roble.  They will work one on one 
with any student on any subject (including math).

Be looking for information regarding our third annual “Col-
lege: Making It Happen” event at El Roble.  The event will be 
presented by the El Roble AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) team.  It will take place on Wednesday, 

March 12, 2008 from 6:30 Ð 8:30 p.m. in the El Roble gym.  
We will have representative speakers from the various col-
lege systems (CSU, UC, Community College, and private 
college) to speak about how to begin to prepare for an edu-
cational life after high school.  There will also be a presenta-
tion on financial planning options and opportunities for col-
lege.  Depending on the needs of our El Roble family, we 
may offer childcare and transportation to and from the event.  
It is never too early to begin to plan!  We hope to see you 
there.

STUDENT SAFETY CONCERNS
Please take a moment to talk to your children about being 

safe while crossing the street.  While this may sound like a 
silly topic at this age, I have witnessed our students routinely 
cross the street or parking lot entrances without looking or 
making eye contact with the drivers of the cars.  The stu-
dents are assuming that the cars know that they are there 
and that the drivers will stop and give them the right of way.  
If you can find a moment over dinner to discuss pedestrian 
safety, that would be great.

Dr. Kevin Grier

PFA News
There is a reason why the holidays are also known as 

the season of giving. We give our time to family and friends, 
we give presents to those who are important to us, and we 
often give donations to those in need. Whatever we give, it 
means a lot to those we honor with our gifts, and this is just 
as true for parent involvement at every age in our children’s 
lives.  The PFA committee is honored to be a part of El Roble 
School. We are looking forward to a great 2008. 

Recently the PFA supported the CUSD Holiday Food 
Basket drive by donating a basket of canned goods and $240 
of Von's gift cards.  Student Services was very appreciative 
as they serve a number of El Roble families. The Barnes and 
Noble book fair December 4th was a huge success with sev-
eral teams’ performances with all profits going to the library.

In the next few months our PFA nominating chair will  
begin forming a committee to begin nomination selections for 
(continued on next page)
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PFA News continued

the 2008-2009 PFA.  If you are interested in joining the 
committee or volunteering for a position please e-mail Laura 
Mulroy at mulroyl@verizon.net.  A list of open positions will 
be posted this month on the PFA website.

Save the date!  Please reserve Thursday, March 27 on 
your family calendar for El Roble’s Open House/Family Fun 
Night.  It is sure to be a fun evening for all.

We appreciate all of those parents who have taken the 
time to come to the monthly PFA meetings in the library.  We 
have been very honored to have Dr. Grier, Mr. Patterson and 
faculty member Mr. Guerra share and update us with impor-
tant details.  Our next meeting will be held on February 12th 
at 7:00 pm.  Hope to see you there!  As always, please con-
tact us with any questions or concerns—
Beth Hanson   625-8737   beth_hanson_2@msn.com
Danielle Rago   625-5008   danielle@qcsca.com 

Happy New Year!
Beth & Danielle

News from
Physical Education

By the time you get this we will be well into our 2nd 
trimester.  Please remember we want your child to succeed 
as much as you do!  So if you have any concerns or com-
ments feel free to e-mail us or send a note with your child.  
Include your phone number so we can call you back as soon 
as possible.  Also, if you have the August '07 Oak Leaves, 
our cell numbers and e-mail addresses are listed.

We have a mountain full of unclaimed clothes in our 
Lost & Found bin near the school office; most items are the 
“stolenÓ P.E. clothes and tennis shoes that your child is miss-
ing.  Apparently, it is not cool to be caught looking through 
the Lost & Found bin.

Physical Education does have homework!  Check 
Zangle under Class News and /or Homework Hotline.  If a 
student misses a day in P.E., that day needs to be made up 
just like in any other class.  Make sure your student checks 
with his/her teacher after an absence.

Thank you for your continued support of sending in 
your plastic shopping bags!  We also appreciate the students 
buying Gatorades. (this helps our P.E. department to afford 
new sports equipment!)

Don’t forget to come out and cheer on our new sports 
program!!  Basketball starts this month!!

Cyber Safety for your child
Do you know where your teen is right now?  Do you 

know all of your teen’s friends?  Do you check the house and 
meet parents when you drop your teen off?  Do you check 
your teen’s Myspace?  If they don’t have a Myspace do you 
know that for fact?  Have you picked up your child’s phone 
and read a few text messages recently that have been sent 
by your teen or have you read some text messages that have 
been sent by a friend to your child?  Did you realize that you 
could get records on cell phones through your cell phone 
company on-line?  Have you ever heard the term "cyberbul-
lying"?

We bring this up to you because physical education 
is about the whole child… mental, physical and social!  We 
are living in a high-tech world.  Your child has never lived a 
life where there were no cell phones, cable TV or satellite, 
iPods, etc.  Their primary modes of communication are 
things like Myspace & texting.  Teens are breaking up and 
asking people out through these modes of communication.  It 
feels safe for some of the teens because if you are shy it is 
easier to communicate this way because you do not have to 
meet face to face.  You can ask somebody “out” and they 
don’t have to see your reaction if they say “no”.  It may seem 
foreign to some of us and could make us feel uncomfortable 
as parents, especially if we are not computer/cell phone 
savvy.  With all good things there are some drawbacks.  It 
takes a very involved parent to be up on the Myspace & tex-
ting on cells…and we thought as parents we only had to deal 
with homework hassles!!  Safety issues need to be ad-
dressed with Myspace & blogs.  Teens don’t realize how 
much info they give out.  Myspace can also be a great tool 
for our kids as long as they take all the safety precau-
tions and the good thing is that must of them do!  But BE 
AWARE, parents should be alert to kids who are very secre-
tive about their Internet use, cell phone use or who tend to be 
obsessed with it.

ÒCyberbullying is electronic aggression, in the form 
of threatening text messages and the spread of on-line ru-
mors on social networking sites.”  Best stated by Tara 
Parker-Popes in the New York Times (11/27)

A recent study shows an increase in cyberbullying.  
The AP (11/28, Strobe) report that two recent studies showed 
that cyberbullying is “a growing and concerning public issue”  
The studies were both published in a special issue of the 
Journal of Adolescent Health released on 11/28/07.  Accord-
ing to the lowest estimate, almost ten percent of children 
ages 10 -17 “said they were harassed on-line in the previous 
year, “up from 6 percent in 2000.  Within the last year some 
states are introducing bills or instituted programs designed to 
reduce cyberbullying.”  A good website to visit is: 
http://www.news.com/Keeping-kids-safe-on-social-sites

EL ROBLE INTERMEDIA TE SCHOOL PFA # JANU ARY 2008

2



PFA Sponsored Wish List 2008
Happy New Year 2008!  Many 

teachers still have active "Wish Lists".  
The PFA sponsored Wish List is a di-
rect way to put teaching materials and 
supplies into the classroom.  The 
teachers need your support to give our 
children the best education possible.  
Donations will be gratefully accepted 
during the entire school year.

If you would like to make a dona-
tion, simply mail your donation or bring 
it to the office.  You may specify that 
your donation go to a specific teacher 
and/or item.  Any funds not specified 
will be placed in the teacher's general 
fund.  If you do not see any of your 
child's teacher's listed, he or she would 
surely appreciate a gift card from a

local office supply or book store, or a 
general donation to buy needed class-
room supplies.

Checks should be made payable to: 
El Roble PFA/Wish List.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Liz 
Weigand, Wish List Coordinator, at 
625-6682 or esweigand@msn.com.

The participating teachers are listed 
below, but for a complete list of teach-
ers and items, please visit the El Roble 
web site.  Remember, all donations are 
not required, but gratefully accepted.  
Thank you for your support! 

ENGLISH
Santia, Lyn, Hensley,
Hertenstein, McGourty-Riggs, 
Klingenberg

MATH
Tran, Fite, Davis

SCIENCE
Lama, Carter, Henkel,
Drumonde 

HISTORY
Smith, Hardy, Herbold, Yoshida
 
ELECTIVES - 
CLOTHING & FOODS
Gentry
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION
Green
 
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Condon & Sharpnack
 
P.E./HEALTH
Kegans, Epling

Assistant Principal’s
Announcements
DRAMA AND VOCAL MUSIC PERFORMANCES

El Roble held the first drama production of the school 
year, comedy based on the “Titanic”, on November 27 and 
November 28.  Not to be outdone, vocal music students per-
formed on November 29.  Both drama and vocal music stu-
dents were able to demonstrate their various talents and 
creativity.  El Roble would like to thank the students as well 
as drama teacher, Ken Kirkwood, and vocal music teacher, 
Linda Atherton, for their hard work and commitment as well 
as those who came to support them..

TALENT SHOW
Students who wish to share their talents are welcome to 

participate in the talent show auditions on January 23.  Stu-
dents will audition for ASB students during both lunches in 
the multi-purpose room.  Those who are selected will per-
form at the Talent Show on February 6 from 6:00 until 7:30 in 
the El Roble multi-purpose room.  Good luck!

Steven Patterson

8 th  g r a d e  party
Attention a! 8th grade parents!!  Prepara"

tions have already begun to plan the 8th grad# 
end of year party.$ This is a huge, fun"%!ed 
event and we need a! the help we can get.$ 
Anyone who is interested ca! Alyson Clonts 
at 621"9321.  

Happy Valentine’s Day
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Kick up your heels

with El Roble’s

Dance Classes
 

Don't miss your opportunity to "Dance with the Stars!"  
El Roble's PFA Dance Class begins on Thursday, January 
17, 2008, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., in the El Roble Auditorium.   
Learn to move with style and grace as you enjoy dancing 
with your friends.  Students will learn a variety of dances - 
the Tango, Cha Cha, Waltz, Samba and Jitterbug, along with 
the latest steps in line dancing and “rock and roll.”  Boys are 
asked to wear dress slacks and collared shirts.  Girls are to 
wear skirts or dresses.  All shoes worn should be closed-toe 
and suitable for dancing (no flip flops).  Classes will continue 
for six weeks and end with a semiformal party on Thursday, 
February 21, 2008, 7 – 9:30 p.m.

For registration information, please contact class coor-
dinator chairs, Debbie Carini (909) 398-1987 or Catherine 
D'Emilio at (909) 625-0053.

El Roble has 
Travel Opportunities

We have information about educational travel 
opportunities for your child.  This information is 
sent to our school counselors and made available to 
any interested student and their family.  You can 
look through the writt en material at your conven$
ience.  We have placed these noti%cations in the 
Parent Corner section of the El Roble library.

These private trips provide unique educational 
opportunities for our students, and generally carry a 
cost to the participating student&s family.

Debi Coleman, Counselor

Colorguard needs your help
El Roble's Colorguard team is making a plea for dona-

tions from parents, local businesses or anyone willing to help 
them make it through their Winterguard season.  They are in 
jeopardy of having to cancel their team because of lack of 
funds.  They were victims of an unfortunate incident that 
depleted all of their money.  Last September, new checks 
were ordered and the bank inadvertently sent them to the 
wrong address.  Instead of returning the checks to the bank, 
the recipient used them to pay his own bills.  Colorguard's 
account was drained.  They have desperately tried to re-
trieve their lost money, but the bank at this point has refused 
to help fix the situation.

Any type of community support will greatly be appreci-
ated as they try to keep the program afloat.  For more infor-
mation on how to donate, please contact Hilarie Vazquez at 
hbv@verizon.net or call (909) 869-8951.

List your event in the
next Oak Leaves!

If you’d like to announce a school-related event, fund 
raiser or meeting in the newsletter, please send your 
information by e-mail to pat@hardenburger.net or phone 
909-624-7184.  The newsletter is published by El Roble’s 
PFA every two months.  The next deadline is February 1st 
for the March 2008 issue.  Thank you! 
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Calendar of  Events
J a n u a r y  2008

1/14 Pennies for Patients Coin Drive starts
 School Site Council Meeting 4:30 p.m.
1/15 Basketball vs. Alta Loma, away 3:15
1/17 Renaissance Trip
 Basketball vs. Ont. Christ., away 3:15 
 PFA Dance Class 7:00 p.m.

1/21 M.L.King Jr. Day/NO SCHOOL

1/23 Talent Show Auditions during lunches
1/24 Basketball vs. Pioneer, away 3:15 p.m.
 Parent Conferences 4:30-6:30 p.m.
 Board of Education Meeting 7:00 p.m 
 PFA Dance Class 7:00 p.m.
1/25 Pennies for Patients Coin Drive ends
1/25 End of 2nd Trimester Progress Report
 Minimum Day 12:34 p.m.
1/29 Basketball vs. Gr. Yokley, home 3:15
1/31 CJSF Meeting 2:35 p.m.
 Basketball vs. A.Loma, home 3:15

F e b r u a r y  2008

2/4 Basketball vs. Ont. Christ., home 3:15
2/6 Basketball vs. Upland, home 3:15
 Talent Show 6:00-7:30 p.m.
2/7 PFA Dance Class 7:00 p.m.
 Board of Education Meeting 7:00 p.m.
2/11 LincolnÕs Birthday/NO SCHOOL
2/12 Basketball vs. Pioneer, home 3:15 p.m.
 PFA Meeting 7:00 p.m.
2/14 CJSF Meeting 2:35 p.m.
 PFA Dance Class 7:00 p.m.
 Music Boosters 7:00 p.m.
2/18 PresidentÕs Day/NO SCHOOL
2/20 PFA Dance Class 7:00 p.m. 
2/21 Board of Education Meeting 7:00 p.m.
2/25 School Site Council Meeting 4:30 p.m.
2/26 Spring Photos
2/28 CJSF Meeting 2:25 p.m

Bicycle safety awareness
El Roble would love to see more students ride a bike to 

school for health reasons as well as relieving vehicular con-
gestion around the school.  However, we want to make sure 
that every student takes the necessary precautions while 
riding a bike.  Statistics show that the accident rate for bicy-
clists is highest in the 5-year to 14-year age range.  We 
strongly urge parents to stress to their child(ren) that they 
need to bike “defensively” and not to assume that the motor-
ists see or are aware of the bicyclist.

Children need to stay in single file when riding with others, 
wear shoes to avoid getting toes caught in moving parts, 
avoid long skirts and flare pants, clip or band hair to keep it 
from blocking vision and wear proper safety equipment.

An important point to emphasize to your child is that 
the law prohibits riding on the sidewalk!

Safe Riding Habits
• Always wear a helmet.
• Keep your bicycle in good mechanical condi-

tion (tires, chain, brakes).
• Obey all traffic rules and signs - always give 

proper hand signals.
• Walk your bike across busy intersections.
• Always ride with the traffic - as close as possi-

ble to the right side of the roadway.
• Be sure the roadway is clear before entering.
• Always ride single file and watch for opening 

car doors!
• Most bicycles are built to carry one person - 

YOU! AND YOU ONLY!

Independent Study Contracts

Don't forget to pack your Independent Study Contract 
when you take your student out of school for a trip.  Con-
tracts are the best!  They are a wonderful way for students to 
earn academic credit, maintain attendance standards and 
keep current in the classroom. 
The way it works:

• Contract is issued for the dates of the planned ab-
sence (must be a minimum of five consecutive 
school days)

• Teacher(s) prepare appropriate assignments
• Student completes assignments during the duration 

of the Contract
• Student returns to school with completed work for 

teacher to evaluate
• Academic and attendance credit is issued 

Ask the office, counselor or 
teacher about Independent Study Contracts!
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